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Akash Shah
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Dear Editor:

26/11 proved that India is a prime target for radical Islamic 
terrorists groups such as the al-Qaeda. An understanding of the 
world’s most infamous terrorist organization and its leadership 
is therefore crucial for anyone concerned about the future safety 
of our country. 

A veteran war correspondent, Rob Schultheis offers a first-hand look at how the seeds of al-
Qaeda were planted by foreign jihadis in the 1980s before the world knew what the word “jihad” 
meant. He presents a radical assessment of why bin Laden remains at large, detailing 
the complicit role Pakistan has played in both granting him sanctuary and 
helping al-Qaeda establish an almost impregnable stronghold in the Middle 
East. Finally, fresh from a recent visit to Afghanistan and armed with analysis 
of current satellite images, Schultheis makes his case for where exactly 
Osama bin Laden is hiding – and why the US government is not acting on 
this information.

Rob Schultheis, author of five previous books, including the acclaimed Night 
Letters: Inside Wartime Afghanistan, has been filing dispatches from 
Afghanistan for over 20 years. His articles have appeared in Time, The 
New York Times Magazine, The Washington Post, and Smithsonian.
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