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T h e 

Last Tourist
In Iran

From Persepolis to

Nuclear Natanz

Dear Editor:

In this unique book historian Nicholas Hagger, delves behind the 
negative image of the international pariah – Iran. This fascinating 
country, formerly called Persia, has loomed large in the author’s 
imagination since his childhood.  

The Last Tourist in Iran looks at the cultural heritage and present 
nuclear crisis in Iran. A source of Western civilization, it may be 
destroyed by its main beneficiary. This tour of Iran explores the rich history of this 
pivotal country: the Achaemenians (Cyrus/Darius/Xerxes), the Sasanians, the 
Zoroastrian religion of 2,500 years ago; the Islamic period, the Safavids, and the 
Revolution which dethroned the Shah and made Iran an Islamic Republic. The 
Islamic idea is caught by observations of the well of the Hidden Imam and of 
its expression through the architecture, tiles and calligraphy of historical 
mosques. 

The author of 30 books on history, philosophy and literature, Nicholas 
Hagger has lectured at the University of Baghdad in Iraq and the University 
of Libya, and been Professor of English at Tokyo University and Keio 
Universities in Japan. 
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